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Organisational Policy Framework

	· Title     Ahane Leadership Club       (School Student Council)


	· Introductory Statement  

Our school values the contributions that children can make in enhancing their school environment.

The Ahane Leadership Club plays an important role in the life of the school.



	· Rationale

The role of the child in our school needed development. As a result the Ahane Leadership Club was established three years ago to promote children’s participation in the school and promote the inclusion of children’s ideas in the development of our school.


	· Relationship to Characteristic Spirit of the School

In keeping with the schools’ mission statement, the social and emotional development of the child is very important in Ahane N.S. 



	· Aims

This policy outlines our school student council approach in Ahane N.S.


	· Guidelines 
Ahane Leadership Club (School Student Council) 
Ahane N.S. holds that the pupils should play an active, positive role in the life of the school and we believe that our Ahane Leadership Club helps to achieve this.  

Our School’s Student Council is comprised of interested 5th and 6th class children. They elect a male and female representative for the role of Chairperson and Secretary at the start of the school year. They hold regular meetings with the Principal or Deputy Principal who acts as assistant.

The role of the student council is to 

· provide a opportunity for pupils to voice their opinions and offer suggestions in relation to many aspects of school life

· discuss issues relevant to the school and encourage and promote initiatives from the pupils

· offer an opportunity for all pupils to voice their opinions on proposed changes and thereby play a very important role in improving our school

· act as a channel for communication within the school, between pupils and between  home and school

· encourage pupils and thereby their parents to organise events central to the life of the school

· offer ideas for school projects and for Cruinniu

· provide an opportunity to raise funds for charities or our school equipment fund.

Through our Ahane Leadership Club we hope to give the pupils a positive role in the organisation of the school and thus ensure they feel they are listened to and respected for their ideas and concerns and these are both valued and valuable. Discussions in classes and at the Council meetings helps to develop social and learning skills in many areas such as speaking and listening, problem solving and decision-making and the decision-making process. 

Each year the council decides on its own hands-on activities which might include Tidy Classroom Competition, organising charity events, organising school non-uniform day or welcoming visitors to the school.

From time to time the Ahane Leadership Club will discuss, make suggestions and decisions on topics such as:

school rules

our Anti Bullying and P.B.A. Policies

Friendship

lunchtime games and activities

behaviour and discipline

making the school and yard a happy place

care for the building and school environment

vandalism

health and safety/in & out

uniform

parents/homework

fundraising

School News and Newsletter

In addition to their role in communication and problem solving, the members of Ahane Leadership Club may act as agents for the School Newsletter, as journalists and reporters, editors, production assistants and distributors.  It is hoped that this makes the Newsletter more child-centered and orientated.  They may provide their own editions of the School Newsletter.

The Ahane Leadership Club has an important role to play in the organisation of 

· The School Concert

· Open Days / Fundraisers

· Investment Shows

· Welcome Hour for New Infants

· Sports Day

· Welcoming New Pupils

· Graduation Day for Sixth Class
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